[THP-adriamycin: status of the clinical development of a new anthracycline in France].
THP-adriamycin (pirarubicin) is a new anthracycline-analogue. In France, the drug is achieving the phase II studies and the step of phase III studies is going on. As this point of its development, it is already possible to conclude that the drug probably shares the same efficacy as adriamycine, especially in breast cancer, but exhibits a better tolerance in term of alopecia and cardiac toxicity, as predicted by preclinical studies. Its pharmacological properties make the drug an original compound, exciting for investigations in the field of loco-regional therapy.